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The kindergarten room at Pickering
College in Newmarket, Ont., is a
bright and engaging space. 

“We maintain small classes of 10
students,” says Alexis Furlan, a JK/
SK teacher at Pickering College. “We
get to know each child.” 

A few weeks ago, for instance, the
kids were interested in pizza, so they
made pizzas and a play centre was
transformed into a pizzeria, with
kids drawing signs and taking turns
role-playing as vendors and custom-
ers.

“A teacher acts more as a facilita-
tor,” explains Furlan, “and this allows
for strengthening collaboration and
critical thinking skills.”

Technology has made this collab-
oration easier. 

“We use it as a tool,” says Furlan.
“We have a smart board in the class-
room and the children have access to
an iPad lab.” 

But even with computer technolo-
gy available, Furlan stresses it’s still
important to get in some real face
time with the kids. That happens ev-
ery day when teachers and kids sit
together at lunchtime while they en-
joy a hot meal. “It’s a different experi-
ence,” she says. “Things come out
that might not in a classroom.” 

Meanwhile, at the Toronto Waldorf

School, one of the school’s core val-
ues is that students are stewards of
green space and of the environment,
says Heather Church, pedagogical
chair at the school.

“Being outside connects the chil-
dren to the environment,” says
Church. And that’s important, espe-
cially now, with the focus on sustain-
ability. 

There’s no better way to instill a
love for nature in a child than by
getting outside, says Church. The
preschoolers at Waldorf spend a full
third of the day outdoors on climb-
ers, swings, slides, playing games and
building forts. 

The children also help adults with
activities such as gardening, yard
maintenance and collecting pruned
branches from the apple trees.
“There’s no ‘I want that toy!’ ” says
Church. “There are enough sticks
outside for everyone.”

As for classroom toys, they are all
open-ended. 

“If they play ‘store,’ for instance,
they might make a cash register out
of a box,” she says. “That’s how chil-
dren learn problem solving and so-
cial development.” 

From here, children go on to in-
tegrate academic, practical and artis-
tic pursuits in higher grades. “If we
give them the right foundation now,
they can build on this right into
adulthood,” says Church. 

At Havergal College, an all-girls
school in Toronto, it’s all about build-
ing confidence by empowering early
learners, say senior kindergarten
teachers Laura Logaridis and Katie
Tranter. 

“We facilitate learning but we let
the students drive the program,
which is guided by their interests,”
says Logaridis. “They learn their
voices are valuable and they have
powerful ideas to share.”

With a focus on a model of best
practices, including inquiry- and
play-based learning, Havergal’s kin-
dergarten teachers are seen as lead-
ers in early education, hosting a
workshop each summer called
“Powerful Play: inquiry-based learn-
ing in the early years,” that draws
educators from across the province. 

In a collaborative environment, the
youngest students take ownership of
their learning in “inquiry centres” in
their classroom. One might be set up
as a production centre with art mate-
rials, another as a construction cen-
tre with building blocks. 

“Subjects aren’t compartmental-
ized,” says Tranter. “Girls labelling
different parts of a castle, for in-
stance, are using their literacy skills.”

The best part? “Each day is differ-
ent,” says Logaridis, “The girls are
always excited and we get to guide
that play — so it’s never stagnant, it’s
always evolving.”

Alexis Furlan, a JK/SK teacher says it’s important to get in some real face time with the kids. 
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The evolution 
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From iPads to outdoors, schools use a combination 
of traditional and modern methods to shape young minds

At Pickering College, teachers “get to know each child,” because they
maintain small classes. 
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“We facilitate learning but we let the
students drive the program, which is
guided by their interests. They learn
their voices are valuable and they
have powerful ideas to share.”
LAURA LOGARIDIS 
HAVERGAL COLLEGE SENIOR
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER

Pickering College’s kindergarten program encourages children to develop
critical thinking skills. 
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